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"I have * word for your private I 
ear.- aaM the prlnc»« to Dick, "and 
I ha vo ridden far aad hart to tag K; 

to yoo. Too moat make yourself Kill*_ 

of Persia now. or hang! I am kora 
to tell von how to do the one aad to And tKM 
avoid the other!" crashed t 

i She I bo ash t that for once, perhaps, had Dew 
he night be soadad Into speaking Brat, **ar 
aad she waited, but he let her wait. they lot 
She wanted him furious—In a mood two tree 
to lake the bit between his leeth and Brat *tti 
dare whatever came of it—and her- other ds 
oelf«eaou*h In hand to snide him when showla* 

1 he burst the bonds of eelf-reetralnt. trunk ol 
-Monsieur Is supeTbe!" she called "Kind* 
him. “Too are going to need all your they bes 
pride and resolution now—all your hie ham 
coursae—all your brains.- 'Knout 

"Meunlns. 1 suppose." said Dick with", 'Knpugh 
perfect outward calm, "that you have test, am! 
invented a new same and hop# lo drac They b 
mb Into It- TouH fail." eet, and 

i "Mon sire." ehe laughed. "I can Im- and her________ _ __ _ 

egtne you d*htln* wilh an ax! But obeyed him lo the letter and showed both sacks—all s 
never mlad. I came for straight, women the stride*! courtesy. Then, aa asMBd us « 
talking. This time the game Is not Dick had psbmtaed. exactly one hour him of our 
mins: you are In the tolls In suite of ] after dawn the princess ami her maid scl we boosted, 
me and 1 am here to help you." off on iheir return Journey surrounded by rounded us! 

"I will have food brought you. he an escort of tlfty mounted men—every "Speak 01 
said stiffly." and blankets If there are _ 

%"sr : lc i£. u rt nd :; raiTM?? 


ft waa after dawn on the flfth day era." aald the same voice, "though where aad weary than hie bOrso—dismissed the I , .R*** 1 *". military men—no 

when n spent boree galloped by the taook they ere now (!od knows!" |escort slihout thanke-and stood lo laugh i 'Je Olchrana that always 

Intg the amphitheater, and a ragged Per- "Find lHem!" demanded Dick. “Doone at the stiff les-action as the weary horses; “J* •*, l 5 co ? ; »"< roblmd 

stan fell (rone It-staggered to Me feet them end send them to me lo he eouet- trotted off. Then she took her corttflan-1 , truU , °J »'• th *‘r toll— 

again—and lottered to Dick Anthony. ed!~ ion's arm and turned with a little laugh J15 iESlT ■Jf** «® *trt k « fMt 

"Prince!" he aekL speaking with grwat "Who are your- said the same voice, at the dead horse that had carried her. * '' V"„ SITi,—'.V 1 "* *‘Xf m 

women, unharmed and with nothin* t*k- Then a commandant of Coaaacfca draf- MArle Mooquln nemmd after thrw tthm mma nr ,„_, _ h-t , __ 

en from them. They bode os wait. flM red hla riding boot* uncomfortably or four day* from the physical effect* their clan 10 ^? (In ”*^1 

St! *■ 'he Princ e had , u, -MU throghUj mod t or to ur htmdred rarita „f la ‘the hUC mat. lack Iff"tfcSfcTSTSS 

and passed his sword hut flryt to Dick, again In favor for lha aks of her sood t n __. _ _. , . .. . 1 

orter'lr 011 “ “ d P “** d u *° hta P * r *'** services as maid, milled out to see things, smiling enigmatically ancTiayfng^noth- 
" Provided mv Instrucildha are obeyed." Hh * MM to scheme—to plan-to <H»- In* mors against It. Later she wrote 

aa id Tif-ks DCkkl n^PcrsIkn verysto^ly *“*•■ b-reelf and wander when shs dared, another no,* to Dick had sent It by 

minr of mu is sr? tril MT sir7o “<* wh «" «he dsrwd. about the city. »•«»«<* mewenger. [Dick received 
?Lg*T. ‘J.*; hoping to pick up some thread or other "•“I" ■»*■»•**- A few hours hnfore 
jPPP 4>r that might lead to the solution of the Russian force marched out of 

l ^JJ? .|| hJ,n^ m^Xdlmo .M ta»blem she had eet herself to solve. A ’< rml ’*A he made hie move, 
sun in . our ell hem* marched Into toe ^ af lemon when she . *}•*•<* »«ven hundred mounted men 

had yon#, veiled Uke a Persian woman, fj® nfly gallopers. There were more 
lo the outskirts of the city, and paused • thousand men who marched 

while a muezzin chanted from his lower. , w "“_ lhe thunder that b<- 

^ -Allah is mldhty:** boomed the role- }?"?*• “ W « H ** frill And 

above her fourteen hundred new-joln- 

-—T >- / The man paused and the city seemed i!T»« U Z.2 r ^5®J 01 * 1 * 1 J* counted on 

_/ to hush, waiting for him lo begin again. j® 'P*.7' n „ n1 *“*• who »«« 

/ She looked up end saw him leaning out- Erll * dp hlm ,n tte of * 

* :r,^rr;: a *h h j'h.^ d c7u» , ;usno on T*£i">r sr ,h i * n<i 

/ rh« iton# rail of hla little ha Iron v Stir °. ne , rt ?! n h#r maid sought Dick amonc 

/ 5SgStT^g,rSJiiStaBMC * «j* 

\ door-and hurried, panting and stumbling. ***?ff(y . h !,, P*?* 

I » up the winding stone steps to the top J®™** . out—and 

There she. lo^ leaned far out over the to ,h ' ,r U *~ 

BV rail and stared In amaxement at the oavr Jimit-___ 

sight on tbs plsin beyond _ h * rt * e f >* i • •* last the lowest 

Sian> on too pisin oeyono. spur that overlooked the plain and 

Thor, came * column of men marching the city of Astra bad was visible 

In fours, who hung their heads. It was through a heat haxe In the distano. 

f"0*> of a regiment, without Its horses Lsbeg All rode ahead to tell him Ihe 

or Its arms, dragging Its feet painfully. I exact condition of the force. 

It was led by a commanding officer who “But nineteen hundred men. baha- 
hmped In light riding bools, unclean, un- dur! The wonder la the nineteen hun- 
shaven. There was no advance guard lo dred are not nine!" 

announce their coming: they came In "Men who can march can generally 
alienee, overhung by a poll of powdery light!" said Dick. 

dust that seemed like the blanket of "Our proper course would have 
their shame. been, bahadur. to have rushed Ihe city 

"Dee-k-Antbonee has fought his first "°®- *' once, while It Is unprepared 
fight, and has won It!" went the murmur I * n “. *>«fore those soldier* can come 
through by-ways and down pm—ges: I MWJ- But hell The men are 

until the whole of native Astrabad was I I '°”^ »™P■ 

a-whlsper. and a spirit of unrestfulnesa- , re *LifI® ,<kU >‘ »»d tonight!" 

s hint of the reawakening courage of a ,'L.P lck , *" d > oa m: » •'»»» the 
people—went abroad selection of the proper course to me! 

• Marie Mouquln hurried down the steps H n 0 rf w ,£f , /e.^ Ck \ h V 3 hundred 

end found her way to the palace where f" d m,n Ml out •» “ body all 

her mistress waited for her. fuming with „.. .... _. . . ._. 


In your behair. But 1 cannot lead you. | hla spots! A leopard trapped by Rha- 
"Prtnee!" said the old man. giving Ola's secret government that'haa never 
Dick a title that la only courteous, but yet let its victims go agsln! 1—who 
bowing low to emphasise It. “our cause confess myself to you a member of 
Is Just—our Invitation persons! to you. that secret government—and here to 
IVe do no dishonor to the man we ask help you. 1 em the Wttle mouse who 
to lead us!" will gnaw the strands anti let the 

Dick Anthony sat still aad laughed, leopard out!" 

It was a strange, far-reaching laugh. > Dick laughed at her. 
unmusical as the devlL made up of "The hunting, won't last long!" he 
three separate Inharmoiwes. and It had said, and the mockery In his voice was 
n weird effect as It went ringing real, where hers had been ac|ed- "A 
through the night. It stirred the wak- man took a letter for me late last 
Ing Are In Usher All now. and the night. Great Britain taken a hand 
Afghan rose oul of a shadow. next!" 

"Lead them, sahib! Lead them!" he %hall I tall you lo whom the latter 
urged. "These men lack nothing but was. and what you wrote?" she ask- 
,1 leader such as thou, and their cause ed. 

Is Just!" « Re did not answer her. Suddenly 

The old Persian, who knew only Per- the painstaking completeness of the 
«Jso. sensed and understood. It seem- net begen to dawn on him. 
cd good to him to add Persian peraua- "You wrote to Ihe British Minister 

• slon to the urging of the other two. at Teheran! You said-" 

“Lead us against Russia!" "Enough!" said Dick. "You Intercept- 

"Halt!" rang e sudden’otder through ed it. What next?" 

Ihe stillneia: and the same instant the "Richard Anthony." she purred, 
whole night became alive with the “was drowned on the Themistokle.! 
click of breech-bolts. Then silence— The Russian government reported to, 
taut and fesrfol—followed. Xol a man the British government that his body j 
moved. \ was recovered, and then sunk feet 

Then a new sound broke Into the sil- foremost by a passing Russian ship! 
ence. A ragged outlaw, whose chief Who is this man who poses now as 
claim to notice was a rifle and a band- Richard Anthony of Arran? Who but 
oleer. came stumbling over the stones an Impostor, eh?" .. . V1 

by the little water coarse, running Into The shame of the thought that hla 
the moonlight like a shadow shot out name was gone from him—that he 
of the night. might have to light to prove his very ; 

"A woman!" he panted. "Two worn- birthright—overwhelmed Dick for the 
cn—and two Cossacks—four In nil: moment. 

They demand speech with Dee-k-An- "There are others who .know me— 
thonee!" who can identity me" he urged 

Dick’ was furious. Well he knew weekly, 
who was the only woman who would "For instance—who?" She waa mock- | 
dare to track him through the Elburx inghim again. 

mountain gorges to the haunt of Rus- "Who—unless you—could have de¬ 

lta's enemies. The oth-r could only be vised such deviltry?” demanded Dick, 
her maid. He had turned his back on "W-ho but you could have devised It 
the Princess Olga Karageorgovlch at and then have the impudence to come 
the head *u a pass, amid Russian dead here and offer help? Who -but you 

and wounded, fifty miles away, and he would dare risk my holding you pria- 

had thought every mile of the lntor- on *>T —“ . ... * 

verting climb worth while, because It w "Do It!* she burst out. leaping to 

h^m and°her ,r ‘ C,tle " d " t * nC ' ^/“'.“id^r.^Rlc^^myt^ 
^ Tel, them they may go ,o_" he he- 

H»i the shadows burst to places and ooer andsll Persia—all the world. If 
the darkness shook, as k thousand out- >Mm with h»r 

laws interrupted him and voiced one 6h* 'TE 0 ?.? hlmwtth her 

], ,i<. m cnt arm* outheld. and he took no more 

"Stone them! Shoot them! Rurn them »«*P» back ward: but an she came Very 
■live' The ) are Russian*—they come 'lose to him she stopped. It needed 
t, win him over—take and burn them! more roursge than even hers to fling 
Treat, them as the Cossack, .rested s™ |( «-w ^ 

•Jiilemc"' thundered Dick, snd his * nd ' h ; watchod his lip* as If she 

ihe'elenwnts!'' BUddtn cr “ h,n ' ° f 

Ills defiance ran* to the farthest llm- L 1 !* 'Shv^ous' fto I |.J h snIw!!r b 

Mr of llie amphitheater, but not a mur- J. **° „ tZ, * n * wer ' 
tour answered him. He had no notion d . 

l ow he looked, bareheaded In the ^- il T . 

•imonllght: nor did he know what Ls- _. 

beg All had told behind his back about h ,*‘ JL 

'•!» being Alexander ..f Macedon come . )!* y °E' tJ " h Ji 1 j d 

to life again. He knew nothing In that J “■ ” h b e ' p rll/VUg *?,, 

minute excent that he stood and faced tf**! * 11 ' IcanlWl y°u out 

vi^rv^rri, he J cc r uM B n°o f , ^ t^*SS:h “w 'safeVy". 

The mob that hnd so long been weary | ln 1 , *“ y °“ *"' n PjEw' d '* r r; 

•I its lawlessness was beginning to ,b ? 

$£•,£? ; r T,";L: r , d , iSJd^^SSJSJ^ %SE lb? muukr lf .A tng .o y m.k« 

; o °i r ee' ™ n; M ,r'^who‘d^rrt 

It—who offered it no compromise, end ®" 0 ^’" a . d ®??. rT ?. ' .T° u1 ^ 

° n -Pei , ^e"' fl !l*l!rthe V ohrh?adman bow' 1 h * v * rtnKd’llfe and llmh and repiita- 
.l .„w d i. r. .il^ oew 7o^We '•«>" tor /ou—and even robre than 
mg very low. It Is «me. now. to give tho5e thrce . Dick . Tou would never 

or 25ffenm.Kniiv with the fate In etore for me were 

&R3S& ^StSSxsfe;«« t^rsoi° sfeT im .aari 

■ hen a n S d d h '^J;" e'embe 0 ;^ “ ^TSS 

'"l “ ,he W "°'* er ° Wd ™n.™^u f Dlck dear-. y r.‘yo,. Ht 

°^zTndabad h *Deak-Antb 0 nee Shah!- you d “ f ' Ar ® yoa ln ‘ 

^“lenc'erlf. *&&££”£* In.Unt- , h ? t Ut g?: n ?2 d W ^er t0 art r now!rtin d «S , 'l?: 
ly the whole glade seemd to cease to fuI1 ,|| her charm, and* backed , 
ureal ne. away 

"Send men to bring those women In?' - A V e we enemies?" she asked. ' 

he “iSSU tiP ”- v n * n ?~ HB n ray - re : T would rot willingly be any worn- 
.ponslblllty—let them be promised , nernT .'- 

honorable treatment Brad the-Then, thank God. I am your frtend!” 
-acka. back about their business. Prom- , he ,n,wered. speaking very gently— 
ire them In my name they shall not .cling with all the power In her* 
be molested until they reach the Rus- death or success were the only possl- 
rien lines. Tell the women they shell ble alternative, in the light she had 
have a bigger, more efficient escort to entered on. "Truly—truly I am sorry 

lake them back again _ tb at 1 ever Interfered with you—that 

They waited, thinking ther- was , harmed you! May I not try to make 
more to com*, or perhaps an explana- amen ds? May I not help you now? For 
tloru But Dick was not given to ex- I can help ,f you will let me" 
plMnlng things or wasting words There Is only one thing you may 

Then the glades awoke to the birth do" said Dick 
Of discipline. Men who bad never yet -.Nam, it! i will do anyth Ing !~ 

Obeyed. unless they were forced with 'This. Tell the British Minister In 
whip or bribed, raced to be flrst to Teheran, over your own signature or 
carry out the order, and It needed In- by word of mouth In person, that I 
slant action to prevent a mad. undlgnl- an , Dtck Anthony of Arran—that 1 
lied stampede. _ did not drown OB the Themlatokles— 

"Zlndabad Dee-k-Anthonee Shah 1 that you stf with me on that ship 
they roared: and the woods and the j a nd knew i* well. Assure him—as 
hills were shaking to the thunder when | you ean truthfully If you care to— 
a doxen men escorted two tired horses that 1 am the victim of your damned 
through the boulder-strewn gap. along;! Russian secret police—of the so-caned 
the sioglng stream. Into the ampbl- | Okhrana—and that I have done noth- 
i heater. On each horse sat a woman, i i n * of which a British officer need be 
astride on a Cossack saddle. Each I ashamed. Ask him to allow me to sur- I 
was blindfolded, for thst Is outlsw render to him In Tehc-.n and be 
, ustom the wide world over—designed heard In my own defei r ou. and 
far more to emphasise outlaw majesty very nearly only you In I' 'a. can 

than for the purpose of maintaining prove my Identity and prove, lua. how 

necrecy. The rear woman of the two I came to be In this predicament. Will 
rode heavtlv — despondently — deed you do It?" • 

weary and afraid: but she In the fsont -Tear - she said suddenly. And be- 

hnd n high chin, and even the cloth fore she said it he knew well she waa 

i hat had been thrown over her head about to lle. 

was made to lend her an added grace i "Very well." he said, bowing punc- 
and the hint of coquetry, with an art I tllioualy. "1 —•— — — - 1 

that Is born in some women. j lo thssik yot 

Quietness shut down on them as they I time.*! will 


'My kinf!” she murmured, u he wheeled hi* horse, 


"Prince! God Is in, witness that I lie I mountains and held tndef.nllel, ! Have 1 
not! They look our while flag awa>. They made mv meaning clear?" * 

took our horses. Lo! They tied os' They "Yes. I am memorising what you gay. 
beat us dieadQiUy with knouts! Ten of My government will be Interested- to 
us they sliol and bung from I re-tops, know what the actual words were." 
and th- rest of ue they Dcd together two Dick had wqn a bigger debt than any 
by two!" one. l.ul he look time to reaUxr. although 

"And the rest are prisoner-?" hu men were not disposed to underesti- 

"G-d is my witness th. thirty-and- m * lr ,Tfe slghtof eight hundred rifles- 
nlne an prisoners, very adly beaten, smmunltlon. tents, money, food, nearly 
an,I Hi-fed - #e%-en hundred horer^. a machine fun. 

•Oh:- d Dick: and tic vans ztood \ # of 

on hix tctnidr* sroentt loot—rnahl^ii thrm lo for*ivc the 

"Attend to that man!" he ordered; and morbid-mlndedness that let the prisoners 
a Persian who had been trained as his- *° {rrr - carrying their wounded. 


you seconu m iwww n >■ ■ i growth of a new heart In them -vie—1_tne Russians nave in Asiraosor re¬ 
expect you to pick up a smattering of,® . \ In . ,nrm ^ sumlng hi. talk wllh Csbeg All where 

Persian If you can. and-er-alwaye pay • ..... tow-^ua - to-Astrabad-and-take-me^ . ne h .d !ef, off 

Csbeg AH Khan the respect due to his It was night ami Ihe Cossacks were ^ 1 'They say more than five thousand 

posBlon. No more talk about -black sleeping-many of tbclr sentries, too. were -?h.i eer? Me ;,.iv ! tshalor. Includl^ guna" 

men!' Do rou understand?" aleeplng-when the storm burst. Instant- "Good! Very welt Csbeg AIL Get 

"Aye. 1 ken." ly-before they were a wake-men lougbt a 7. ' .iZ .' r»“ r seven together sore* tire* to- 

•rm a dead man. Andry! They've with wind and wei can,,, in the drench-, u^Vo Ki.lsn oH.^n^. lhat | night end *lve them a good talking 

stricken Dick Anthony from the list— ing rain, shouting frantic orders that thci ' "*?'■ IO Persian utterance. to; p ot fl r , into them. But Impress 

taken his name away!" thunder drowned—chilled to the marrow— --r,,,— hHi,.,.—. —_ ■ them with the need of exact obedience. 

"Man—Mr. Dick—ye've only her bare dlsheartened-and a great deal more than; J„ R”'. i And -autlon the men to be ready for 
wort for It—mak* verra certain before half afraid, lor a Cossack Is not far re-1 y*. Jtme-to UQW me secret- . %lrr , a , dawn , h . j*. after lo . 

ye leap at conclusions! " moved from savagery and its supers,!- * to -AMra lwd-Hnd me ther*- »d tak; morrow This time I shall serve out 

"I've leaped" mid Dick. "She spoke! “*>n. clta «' ?ubTe.”* ^ n ° ^ 0th "‘ 

the truth thU time. Pm a dead man. Pm ; Then a hundred horses fastened to- Down on the plain In the Cossack camp Tlarch on Where sahib’" 

going to be the lives, dead man RussU «*th*r In a line, pulled their stake* free. In the circling hollow of a hlllapur. the •■cm Astrabad of couri ” 

or any other country ever buried! YouTe «nd a minute Uter hells delight was, princess had opportunity at last to show V . . . . . . 

going lo take orders from a ghost-you making as th* hundred tooted them- her temper. wr h .„ u.H. w™.. 

and Csbeg AH!' •elves together through the frr ntle camp j "Surround the rabble that brought us that b the cTtr »( Aiirltad 

Andry grinned-the grin slowly growing And Into thst confusion, at the head of' here' Shoot ten of them and hang them rijid" ,he omitted^InJ-tTOthT^f Ihi 

lo a cavern from which laughter [Valeo, his twelve hundred, burst Dick Anthony!' to trees! Whip all the rest and put them " OB “ ,t * d nln e-ten,hs of th* 

as appreciation dawned. Csbeg AH Khan The Cossacks tried to rally, bu, there In Irons! Which ten? What do I car*? loih. o-here the ., 1 ™. h .a 

did not laugh: Instead his Jaw dropped, was none to rally round. It * as butcher's; Shoot any ten! Give Anthony something her r»*ld»nee was the 6 most 
for he saw the hand of Allah In the work is m Into that mill, but war to rimmer over up In those hills of hW ThV out of hard 

____bustaess , “»r- “ nd »>“« th* Coss.ck. sufferod lh*y Give m* time to make Astrabad and then tS^the Drin^m labored to regSn 

he Cossacks’ Was It troth— A quick JfW; •" **" "•£* 2* hl f ha d purchased at their own Bgure in send on* prisoner beck: let him take an »n,rol of P R. fni“ stomirt she ahm?ed 

th—tbat she I* to be s*n, ‘ resolve, told Dick that he held a Bet of advance irxolrnt message-one that will Ming tothorltr In writing ttoit rnede *^ 

oleutedr- trump*. ' »•»* All Khan had .beep tratn- Th*t only a hundred *nd eighteen Cos- friend Anthony where he keep* hi* Scots responsibl* for *11 that took ptace on 

think you are dealing with I «> In war and lived '" the hope of IL “ck* died that nigh, was due to Dick, pride' He need. rouMng!" thi^ Persian side of Th, bordir ThS 

iswered Dick. In no mood to military drill and method—the art of and his ability to bridle savagery. Gal-, At four In the afternoon of the sec- military granted It was genuine sa¬ 
ri with, "you had better : making soldiers out of savage*—were at toping through the b'acknes*. he found t ond day. the cavalcade railed and pound- luted and refused obedience 

urMlve* another leader! My- , hta Anger* end*, and he had seven Andfy-msde him stop the wild pipe j ed Into Astrabad. and th* poor leg-weary ghe sent telegrams, and so did they, 
lid spit on a lewder who ll*d Afghan followers who bed ell served In music that waa maddening the Persians I horses dropped their heads, to aland Answers ram* to the effect that she 

oot follow him one furlong!" the 'Afghsn amir's army, where discipline Into fury—ordered him to make his men blowing by a Cossack-guarded door. The and onlv she. had authority to act 

moe—then thou art lead*?— , ta grim. Andry. loo. was a soldtor. train- rase flro-mjd then rode beck along the princess sprang to the ground Just as and Issue orders. By sheer weight of 
wed?" V ed hi a Scots regtaient. line picking out each officer and forcing the knee* of her own hors* gave under their count of guns and men their *r- 

ald Dick curtly. *Tm King pick, am I. Aery well. The obedience on him. It. and It lurched forward In the road- guments began to have the better of 

word ever gar* a thousand game begins! "I* there a woman In Ihe camp?" do- way dead: the*, not troubling to thank It. and by grudging Inches *1 a time 

, Joy. nor set the treetop* Within an hour be had chosen seventy matided Dick In Persian, for he did not or to dlsmias W escort. *b? half ran the primias rleMed “ 

> a yell of greeter exults- men from among the bandits, end In ten* mean to let It be known that he knew up the steps between two Cossack guards ah* wrote worriedly: 

had set them to drilling under Csbeg Russian until he had exhausted all the and disappeared through a door marked “Dick! Dear Dick! Escape at once 

ir- yelled somebody with AH'* seven. Seven, who haee hean possibilities of not seeming lo Under- -privale-No Admittance" In three Ian- along the mountain range to th# ua- 

ptates of braes. . enough to follow one man all through stand It guages—Russian. Persian. French. explored country In th* northeast! I 

Id!" a hundred echoed him. Asia in the mere hope of a brawl, can So. No women!" Two of the escort lifted th# meld down cannot check the flood of Indignation! 


























